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INHABITANTS 


|: Of the PARISH-of 
| LAMBETH. 


My BRETHREN, 


VNG drawn up for your Uſe ſuch- 
H a Form of Morning and Evening 
Prayer, as ] conceive to be proper in your 
Families, I now put it into your Hands; to- 
gether with an earneſt. Exhortation to the 
Practice of Family-Devotion. It hath pleaſed 
the Providence of GOD to commit to me the 
Care of your Souls ; and as I am obliged, in 
a peculiar Manner, to deſire and endeavour” 
the Salvation of them, ſo 1 know nothing 
that will forward it more, than the Exerciſe 
of Daily Devotion in your Families. 
A 2 The 


6 To the Inhabitants 
The many Benefits that will accrue to you 


G your Families from this Godly Pradlice, 
a 


re Plainly ſel down in the following Exbor- 
tation; which I beſeech you to read and con- 


ider ſeriouſly. And when you have read it, 


( 


and ſeen the excellent Ends and Uſes of Fa- 


mily Devotion; conſider farther, — 11 it 


becomes any Cbriſtian to ſuffer himſelf and bis 
Family to live in the daily Neglect of a Duty, 
be daily Practice of which wou'ld jo greatly 
conduce to the Saving of their Souls. 
Iconſider, that many of the Families under 
my Care, are ſuch as live by the Labour of 
their Hands, and have not much Time to 
pare, and therefore I took Care io compre- 
pend the proper Malter of both the Prayers 
in as bort a Compaſs as might be; ſo ſhort, 
inat the longer of them may be decently read 
to a Family in little more than Half a Quar- 
ter of an Fleur. And they muſt be very in- 
different Chriſtians, who can grudge God and 


ther Souls ſo ſmall a Portion of their Time, 
not cc nſidering, how plentifully it weu'd be 
- mace up by the Cemfert and Benefit of that 
" Bleffing which eur Prayers ſecure to us. 
Were Men are not inclined to Exerciſes of 


this Nature, it is eaſy to find Pretences and 


' Excuſes io ave'd them; but if there be firſt a 
willing Mind, Time and Opportunity will 


feldom be wanting; and to bring Men to a 
Willing Mind, it ſoculd le remembered, that 
ſuch 


of the Pariſh of LAMRBETH. 7 


fuch Excuſes will only ſerve them in this 
World. 

This Exerciſe of Morning and Evening 
Prayer, where Families have lived in the Ne- 
gleft of it, may appear ſomewhat ſtrange at 
the Beginning, as all Things do that ore new 
and unuſual. But if Parents and Majters 
would ſettle their Hours of Prayer, and oblige 
as many of the Family to be preſent. as conve- 
niently may; it would in a little Time eppear. 
as ſirange to omit them; and the Service of 
GOD would be reckoned, as in all Chriſtian 
Families it ought, a neceſſary Part of every 
Day's Bujineſs. 

[ am aware, that extraordinary Occaſſcus 
will ſometimes happen, which may make it ne- 
ceſſary to omit Morning or Evening Prayer in 
the Family, when perhaps ſome one Member 
of that Family may be at Leiſure for it. I 
am alſo afraid, that there will be ſome Ma— 
ſters and Fathers ſo void. of al! Religion, as 
to lake no Care of ſettling this Godly Practitè 
in their Families; nay, ſome may be ſo very 
wicked, as even to hinder and ferbidit; when 
yet a Wie, or a Child, or a Servant, may 
be religicuſiy inclined, aud deſirous ts perform 
their / uty in private. Upon which Conſide- 
rations, I have fitted theſe two Family- Pray- 
ers for the Uſe of one ſingle Perſon, and to 


that Eud have printed them apart; foreſeeing, 


twat if the many Changes which are neceſſary 
10 


8 To the Inhabitants 


to fit publick Prayers for private Uſe, were 
4 be made by particular Perſons in the Act of 
Praying, it would be a great Diſturbance to 
their Attention and Devotion. 

J am alſo aware, that Children and Ser- 
vants will ſometimes be unavoidably hindered 


from attending the Family Hours of Prayer; 


and therefore that they may not remain 
Strangers to Devotion, and that the Prattice 
of Family-Prayer may be provided for in eve- 
ry Part, I have thought it proper to add two 
ſhorter Forms, which are ſuited to the reſpec- 
tive Conditions of Children and Servants ; 
who if they cannot ordinarily be preſent at 
the Prayers of the Family, nor be always at 
Leiſure to uſe the larger Forms in private, 


ſhould be often admoniſhed by Parents and 


Maſters, that they fail not at leaſt to uſe the 


ſhorter Forms conſtanily, before they lie down 
io Reſt, and as ſoon as they riſe again. 

As it may be neceſſary, on ſome extraordi- 
nary Occaſions, to omit Prayers in the Fa- 
mily; ſo at other Times, and eſpecially on the 
Lord's Day, there will be more Leiſure than 
the bare Performance of this Office requires. 
Which Leiſure ought to he employed in reading 
to the Family ſome plain and eaſy Portions of 
Holy Scripture, or other Books of Picty and 
Re'igion, and in Catechiſing ſuch of the 
Children and Servants who need it, | 
Although 
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Although a Maſter or Miſtreſs fall (as 
becomes their Charatter and Station) take to 
themſelves the Office of reading Prayers to the 
reſt, yet it may not be amiſs to train up ſome 
other of the Family to be able to perferm it 
decently, that in Caſe of their Indiſpaſition, 
or unavoidable Abſence, the Duty may not be 
omitted, and by Degrees forgotten, 

You will obſerve, that each of the two 


Prayers for Morning and Evening, 1s divi- 


ded into ſeveral Branches; each Branch being 
a ſhorter Prayer, in the Manner of a Collect, 
and containing oye diſtinft Head of the ſeveral 
Matters, for which a Chriſtian is bound to 
pray. And I choſe this Method, becauſe, in 
my Opinion, it keeps the Thoughts more diſ- 
tinct, than they can well be kept in one long 
continued Prayer; and if they happen to 
wander, the ſolemn Concluſion of one Prayer, 
with the Entrance upon another, ana the 


Part which every one preſent has in ſaying 


Amen to each, is a good Means to awaken 
the Attention, and to recall the Thoughts to 
their proper Work. 

May the good Spirit of GOD fiir up every 
Family under my Charge to this Practice of 
Daily Devotion, and continually aid and aſſiſt 
you in it; that thereby obtaining daily Sup- 
Pplies of Grace, and always living in bis Fear 
and Obedience, you may give me Cauſe to bleſs 
him for making me in any Meaſure the Inflru- 

ment 


10 To the Inhabitants, c. 


ment of your Spiritual Good in this World, 
and may ſecure to yourſelves an Eternity of 
Happineſs in the next. Which is, and always 
will be, * earneſt Prayer of, 


Your Affedtionate 


Brother and Paſtor, 


Edmund Gibſon. 
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AN 


EXHORTATION 


1 0 
FAMLIY PRAYER. 


RAT E R is a Service that we 
owe to Almighty Gop, as he is 
our Creator and Preſerver, and 
we his Creatures, who depend 
upon him tor the Comforts and 
Neceſſaries of Body and Soul. Which Ser- 
vice is not only moſt reaſonable in itſelf, as 
it is an humble Acknowledgement of Gop's 
Dominion and Sovereignty over us; but is 
in many Places of Scripture expreſly en- 
Joined by Cuxk1sT and his Apoſtles, as a 

neceſſary 


12 An Exhbortation 


neceſſary Condition and a ſure Means of 
having our Wants ſupplied. Our Saviour 
(Maith. vii. 7.) makes our Aſking the only 
Means of our Receiving ; Ask, and it ſhall 
be given you; ſeek, and ye ſhall find. And 
St. James exprelsly ſaith, (James iv. 2.) 
That we have not, becauſe we ask not: And 
St. Paul's Precept is, (Phil. iv. 6.) That 
in every Thing by Prayer and Supplication, 
with Thankſgiving, wwe let our Requeſts be 
made known unto GOD, 


Now the Reaſon why Gop requires us 
to pray to him for his Bleſſi g and Afiſt- 
ance, is not, that he wants ic ve informed 
what our Neceſſities are; for he underſtands 
them much better than we onrſelves ; and, 
as our Saviour ſpeaks, (.V/atth. vi. 8.) 
knoweth what I hings we hade need of before 
we ask Him. But the Deſign of making 
Prayer a Religious Ordinance, and of 
obliging Chriſtians to A that they may 
Receive, is to . preſerve upon their Minds 
a conſtant Senſe of their Dependance upon 
Gor, and of their manifold Obligations 
to him; that ſo theſe daily \ cknowleuge- 
ments of the Divine Power and Goodneſs, 
may Keep up in Creatures a cue Fear and 
Love of their Creator, and an habituai Re- 
verence and Obedience to him and his Laws. 
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* From hence appears the Reaſonable- 
* neſs and Neceſſity of FREQUENT 
* PRAYER: both in regard to the dai! 
Wants of our Souls and Bodies, whici 
2 Gop has no where promiſed to ſupply, but 
upon our earneſt Prayer to him; and 2 
becauſe the Cares and Pleaſures of this 
World are very apt to inake us forget the 
Things of the next Life, unleſs an neavenly 
Temper, and a Senſe of Gop's Being end 
Goodneſs, be preſerved upon our Souls by 
the Exerciſe of frequent Prayer; which is a 
Converſirg with Gop, and the neareſt Com- 
munication we can have with him, as long 
as we continue in this World. 
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THe Apoſtle commands us (1 7. v. 
1 7.) to pray Without Ceaſing; and (Cot. iv. 
2.) io coniinue in Prayer and watch in the 
fame; and (Col. iv. 12.) he ſpeaks of La- 


mene, „ 


| Vorring fervently in Prayer: From all whicli 
we learn, that this Service muſt be per- 


— 
AN 


jormed by Chriſtians, frequently and carn- 
2 ncitly., We read in Scripture (Aas iii. 1.) 
ot the Haurs of Prayer; and we fin parti- 
cularly, (Pal. Iv. 17. Dan. vi. 10.) that it 
3 was the Practice of David and Daniel, two 
cmingently good and holy Men, to pray to 
8 Gor three Times in @ Day. 
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14 An Exhertaticn 


As to the PUBLICK Service of the 


Church, and the Times of attending thar, 


every Chriſtian is to be governed by the 
Orders and Cuſtoms of the Place and Na- 
tion in which he lives, and is bound 

Duty to attend it, and to join with his Fel- 
low-Chrivians in praying for their common 


Neccſſitics, as oft as Health and Bufineſs 


will give him Leave, and more eſpecially 
on the Lord's Day, which is * apart -for 


that End. 


Bur as to that which I am now ſpeaking 
of, namely, PRIVAT E Prayer, whether 
vi ſingle Perſvns or Families: Although 
there is no cxpreſs and poſitive Precept, 
how many Ticucs in a Day it ſhall be per- 
formed ; yet I think no Perſon or Family 
can be accounted Religious, who do not 
Perform chis Duty of Praving to Gop at 
Jeaſt in- the MOPNING and EVENING. 
A true Spirit of Piety and Devotion will 


move private Chriſtians, . who have Time 


and Leifure, to retire to Prayers at other 
Hours alſo; eſpecially when they find cx- 
traordinary Occaſions for the Comfort and 


Aſſiſtance of Gov. But I inſiſt upon Prayer 


in the Morning and Evening, as-that which 
is not only reaſonable in itſelf, but may allo 


be made to ſuit tlie Condition a nd. Byfinels 
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to Family Prayer. 15 


of moſt Perſons and Families, if they be but 


Religiouſly diſpoſed, and have Hearts wil- 


ling and deſirous to pray to Gop. 


In the MORNING, when they _ 
from Reſt, and before they enter upon the 
daily Buſineſs, what can become Chriſtians 
more, than to fall down before Gop, to 
thank and praiſe bim for the Preſ-rvation of 
the paſt Night, and to beg. his Bleſſing up- 
on the Buſineſs of the following i. ay, and 
his Protection to Body and Soul, amiclit the 
Dangers and Temptations of a wicked. 

World? Again, in the EVENING, after 
they return from their worldly Buſineſs and 
Converſation, and before they £ 0 to Reſi,- 
can any Thing be more pr oper fer Devou C 
and. Serious Chriſtians, tnan h e to ace. 
knowledge the Gonne [s Of Gov, and to. 


make Confeſſion of their own Sins and Un- 


wWorthineſs; and then, upon their ſincere. 
Repentance, and humble Truſt in his Mer- 
cy, to implore the Continuance of his Fa- 


vour and Protection, eſpecially the ſollowing 
Night e. 


Taey. who can live in the daily Neglect. 
of ſo reaſonable a Service, and can lie down 
and riſe again without thinking of Gop, 
and go about. the Buſineſs of their Lives, 
without imploring his Direction and Blef. 
B 2 ling ; 


16 An Exbortation 


ling; fuch Perſons can have very little Re- 
ligion, but may rather be ſaid to live with- 
6 GOD in the World. By the Omiſſion 
ot this Part of their Duty, it comes to pals, 
that they ſeldom have it in their Minds, 
eicher that there is ſuch a Being as Gp, or 
that they live under his Providence, or that 
Ile has given them Laws to walk by, and 
Will require an Account in enother World 
how they hive obſerved them. And as no 
Perſen, who has not theſe and the like 
Thoughts frequently upon his Mind, can 
he faid to think or live like a Chriſtian; fn 


uch 1hovghts can be very little upon the. 


Bind of any Perſon, who lives in an habi. 
tus! Neglect of this Duty of Morning and 
Evening Prayer. For if Men think not of 
theſe Thi ngs at tne moſt ſeaſonable Times 
fur it, before they begin their Work, and 
after they have ended it it is not likely that 
they will fall into ſuch Thoughts in the 
Midſt of their Buſineſs or Plealurcs, 


iT is to be feared, that there are too ma- 
ny Perſons and Families, who are ſunk into 
this unthinking State, and this habitual For- 
getſulnefs of Almighty Gor : Which being 
x Condition ſo dangerous to their Souls, we, 
who have. the Care of Souls, are bound to 
admoniſh them of their Danger, and to ex- 
hort 
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to. Family Prayer. 17 
hort them earneſtly to the proper and effec- 
tual Remedy; which is, this daily addreſſing. 
themſelves to Gop, and, as it were, con- 
verſing with him in Prayer. The Time it 
will take up, is very ſmall; but the Bene- 
fit which it will bring, is exceeding great ;. 
no leſs than the entitling ourſelves to the con- 
ftant Aſſiſtance and Protection of Gap, and 


the kecving. us in a daily Preparation for- 
Heaven. And ſurely no Perſon, who calls. 


x 
oF 


hiniſclf a Chriſtian, and doth in any Degree 


defire to live as becomes the Go! pel of 
CHRIST, can be unwilling to enter upon a 
Practice, which will be the Means of gain- 
ing ſuch valuable Benelits to Body and Soul, 
elpecially, when that. which will procure. 
theſe Benefits, is a Work tg, caly, and rea- 
ſonable, as the lifting up our! lJearts to God. 
tor ſo ſhort a Space, before and af2.r the 
Buſineſs of this World. 


THey have ſeen, by what has been li- 
therto ſaid of Family- Devotion, that this 
is a very  Reaſonab/e. and Ea Jy Duty; ank 


that the daily Neglect of it is the. rec 

Way ro loſt all Senſe of Gov and Re! ligi⸗ 

on. The Conſiderations which I ſhall add, 

33 Ro laducement to the See Per- 

tormance of it, will ſnew the tles LEES 

not only a ſure Prelervative again that 
7 Forge. Funes 
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Forgetſalneſs of Almighty God, but alſo an 
exccliznt Help towards their Growth and 
Improvement in Grace and Goodneſs, 


To make them truly ſenſible of this, let 
them conlider the following Heads : 


J. Tur great Weakneſs and Infirmity of 


Body and Soul, and the manifold Dangers 
with which both are encompaſſed : That the 
Body is perpetually liable to { teaſes within, 
and Accidents without; and the Soul al- 
ways beſet with the Tempt ations of the 
World, the Fleſh and the Devil. Now our 
only Security againſt theſe Dangers, is Gop's 
Protection to defend the Body, and his af- 
tilting Grace to preſerve the Soul: And as 
there is no other Way to obtain his Pro— 
tection and Afﬀiſtance againſt theſe Dangers 
but our Prayers; ſo the Dangers being daily, 
our Prayers mult be daily too. 


Axp the only ture Way to keep up daily 
Dev tion, is (or every Family to fix and 
appoint fer that End, the two moſt con- 
venient Parts of the Day, namely, Morning 
and Evening. For except the Times of do- 
ing ic be tixed and certain, the Duty will be 


citner wholly neglected and forgotten, or at 
beſt, there will be many Pretences to omit 
It, 


N > 1 2 ESR o * n = 7 ” j ſe 
3 1 "DIES * 0 4 nn WE Ry „ 
* 4 a 1% 2 * 4 
2 ie +7 a4 k 2 - x 5 % 3 — 2 "I. * 
22 # Be r 1 N 4 : Sa. 7 3 w 121 = 
© OLE” . 1 1 * I * 2.5 1 8 af” 
. W 3 wap ta * OS, = x ! g f 
n A . AS : 9 * ** . a 4 2 i SES, 
9 * 1 , . 


„ « * e 
4 _ 2 
T7 1 1 Ws r Ns 
* K 10 2 . - * * 


—— — HY: 2 re 


i 
N 


to Family Prayer. 19 
it. Whereas, when the Times of Prayer 
are ſettled in a Family, they are reckoned 
before-hand, and all other Buſineſs is Jaid 
and contrived accordingly ; ſo that by a 
little Practice, Morning and Evening 
Prayer is accounted a neceſſary Part of the 
Buſineſs of the Day; and no more to be 
omitted or forgotten than the Proviſion 
for Food, Raiment, and other Conveni- 
encies of Life. The Members of any 
Family, who have been thus accuſtomed 
to daily Prayer, as the only ſure Means 
of obtaining Gop's daily Bleſſing, will 
be afraid to lie down at Night, or go 
Abroad in the Morning, without firſt 
having made themſelves ſure of his Pro- 
tection and Aſſiſtance, by joining with 
their Brethren in Prayer; or, where that 
cannot be conveniently done, by their own 
private Devotions; or by both, where 


there is Leiſure and Opportunity for 
both. 


IT. Ir is a further Encouragement to 
the Beginning and carrying on this Godly 
Practiſe in Families, thet our Saviour 
Chalsr has in an eſpecial Manner pro- 
miſed his Preſence with them. For, con- 
fidering the Circumſtances of that Promiſe 
(in the xvilith of St. Matib. Verſe 19, 20.) 

| It 


20 An Exbor tation 
it may be more ſtrictly and immediately. 
applied to Family Prayers: J ſay unto you, 
that if two of you ſhall agree o Earth, as. 


touching any Thing that they ſhall ask, it ſhall 


be done for them. of my Father which is in 
Heaven. For where two or. three are gather- 
ed together. in my Name, tbere am 1 in the 
Midſt of them, Without doubt, CHRIST. 
is ready to aſſiſt and anſwer. the devout 
Prayers of good, Men, in what Place, or. 
at what Time ſoever they are made; but 
the joint. Prayers of a Family mult be yer. 
more acceptable and more. powerſul, as they 
are ſent. up with an Unity of. Hearts and 
Souls; which is ſo becoming.among Chri- 
ſtians, and eſpecially among Brethren and 


Relations, and is withal ſo pleaſing in the. 


Sight of. Gon... 


III. Tae Practice of daily Prayer, .ſers 
tles in Families a Face and Spirit of Re— 
ligion; ſo as no Member thereof can whol- 
ly forget God and another World, while 
they are every Day reminded of. both. By 
this, Children are trained from their In- 
fancy to an Uſe and Habit of Devotion; 
and Servants are jure of due Time and 
Opportunity to ſerve. Gop every Day. 
For Fathers and Mothers, Maiters and 
Miareſſes, are enjoined. by Gob. to. take 
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to Family Prayer. 21 


W Care of the Souls, as well as the Bodies, 
| of their Children and Servants ; and as it 


is their Duty, ſo may it be their great 
Comfort, to afford them this daily Means 
of becoming and continuing the Servants 
and Children of God. Hereby'they plant 
in their Hearts a true Senſe of Piety and 
Devotion; and this prepares and diſpoſes 
them, when themſelves come to be Parents 
and Governors, to train up their Children 
and Servants to the ſame Method of daily 


Devotion. And fo, they who fettle and 


keep up in their Families this Practice of 
Morning and Evening Prayer, take the true 


and ful Way, both to preſerve in their 


own Houſes a Spirit of Piety and Religion, 


and alſo to convey that Religious Spirit to 
future Generations. 


IV. DAI L y Prayer in a Family is a 
great Check and Reſtraint upon any Mem- 
ber of it, who may be inclined to Sin and 
Vice. It makes him remember, whether 


= he will or no, that there is a Gop, and 
another World, and that they who would 
be happy hereafter, muſt heartily uſe their 
down Endeavours, and beg the A fliſtance 
of Almighty Gop, that they may live 
ſober and religiouſly here. This is the 
= great End and Deſign of all our Prayers; 


and 
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22 An Exbortation 


and though Perſons who are viciouſly in- 
Clined, may not inwardly join with their 
Brethren in Prayer; yet it they be but 
preſent, they muſt often conſider that 
what the reſt are doing, is in order to a 
Life after this; and that they as well as 
t:eir Brethren, have Souls to take Care of; 
and therefore that it cannot be. ſafe for 
them to live in Sins, from which they hear 
their Fellow-Chriſtians daily beſceching 
Gop to deliver them. Occaſional Admo- 
niti:ns or Exhortaticns to this Purpoſe, 
may be eaſily forgotten and neglected by 
wicked Men; but when the Thoughts of 
another- World are thus daily renewed upon 
their Minds, it muſt be a daily Check to 
their wicked Courſes: And, I doubt not, 
but very many Perſons of Evil and De- 
bauch'd Inclinations, have not only been 
much reſorm'd, but have become virtuous 
and religious, by falling Providentially into 
ſuch regular Families, as have kept up this 
moſt editying and godly Exercile of daily 
Prayer, 


V. As the Practice of daily Prayer in 
Families, is. the beſt Way to reſtrain and. 
reform the bad Members. of it; ſo is it an 
excellent Means to make ſuch of them-as 


are well diſpoſed to perſevere in their good 
Diſpo- 
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Z Diſpoſition and to grow daily in Grace, 
®Z and in Purity of Heart and Affection, and 
to fit them more and more for the Spiri- 
= tual Exerciſes of the next Life, The Heart 
Z of Mar is by Nature Carnal and Earthly, 
ſet upon the Buſineſs of this World, and 


not eaſily brought to take Delight in the 


= Things of the next. The Work therefore 


which Gop hath appointed Chriſtians in 
this World is to purify their Hezrts, and 


to bring them to a Love of Heavenl 

Things. And for the Effecting of this, he 
2 hath enjoin'd the Exerciſe of ſeveral Means, 
as Reading, Meditation, and the like; but 
2 of thoſe Means, none is more effectual for 
that End, than this of daily Prayer. Ir 
is the only Way we have of prevailing 
with God to ſend his Holy Spirit into our 
Hearts; and the daily Practice and Uſe of 


lifting up our Hearts to Gop in Prayer, 


adds Wings to the Soul, and makes it 
move towards Heaven every Day more 
XZ naturally and eaſily, and brings it to a 
3 nearer Acquaintance with Gob, and a 
better Taſte and Rcliſh of that Spiritual 
Liſe, which every one that deſires Heaven, 
muſt defire, and be prepared to live here- 
after. To which I may add, that daily 
Prayer, as it contains in it a folemn Con- 
ſelſion of Sins, gives good Chriſtians an 


Oppor- 
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Opportunity, or rather puts them under 
a Neceſſity of examining their Lives Day 
by Day, and of repenting immediately of 
the Sins they commit; and by this daily 
Confeſſion and Repentance, they are kept 
in a right Knowledge of their Spiritual 
Eſtate, and have their Accounts in Rea- 
dineſs whenever Gop ſhall pleaſe to call 
for them. Thus, all Families, who have 
ſettled and kept up this daily Correſpon- 


dence with Gop in Prayer, do truly walk 


with Gop, and are conſtantly advancing 
towards Heaven in the Way that he hath 
appointed; and are making themſelves 
every Day more fit for his immediate Pre- 
ſence there. 

VI. WBER x daily Prayer is practiſec 
in any Family, the Members of it are 
accuſtomed to Devotion, and by their ap- 
pearing ſo frequently before Gop in a 
ſmall Congregation, can much more rea- 
dily frame their Hearts to due Attention 
and Zeal, when they come to appcar be- 
fore him in a larger, I mean, at the Pub- 
lick Service of the Church; where Chri- 
ſtians meet, with mutual Unity of Hearts, 
to ſend up their joint Prayers to (Gon for 
the common Neceflities of one another, 
For it is the ſame Spirit of Devotion, that 

| makes 
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makes us fit both for Publick and Private 
Prayer; and unleſs that Spirit be kept up 
by daily Exerciſe, it will of Courſe decay 
and languiſh ; and when Chriſtians come to 
Church after a Diſuſe of Devotion for ſome 
Days together, they are in a Manner Stran- 
gers to the Work they are going about; 
and their Hearts having been employed only 
about Earthly Things, are not readily and 


Z eaſily raiſed up to Heaven, Which is the 


true Cauſe of that Coldneſs, Indifference, 
and Wandering of Thoughts and Eyes, 


that is fo common in the Publick Worſhip 


of Gop: And I doubt it is generally trug, 
that they who uſe no Devotion at Home, 
bring very little to the Church. But now 
the Vie and Practice of daily Prayer at 
Home, trains up Chriſtians to a Spirit and 
Habit of Devotion, and keeps their Minds 
bent towards Gop and heavenly Things; 
which by frequent Exerciſe being made fa- 
miltar to their Thoughts, their Hearts and 
Affections, are eaſily framed and compoſed 
to ſuch Attention, Devotion, and Zeal, as 

comes the Houle of Gop ; and they are 
allo armed againſt the Temptations to 
Wandering, and thoſe Diſturbances to Pe— 
votion which frequently happen in great 
and publ.ck Congregations, 
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Tux Sum of this Exhortation to Family 


Prayer is thus. Prayer to Almighty Gop is | 


an Ordinance which he has appointed, as 
the Condition of having our Wants ſupplied, 
and as one ſpecial Mean of keeping up in 
our Hearts a conſtant Senſe of his Majeſty 
and Goodneſs, and thereby a due Fear, and 
Love, and Reverence: of his Name. Our 
Wants are daily, and the Temptations which 
draw our Hearts from Gop to the Things 
of this World, are alſo daily; and upon 
both theſe Accounts our Prayers ought alſo 
to be daily. This hath been the Practiſe of 
Good and Religious Men in all Ages; and 
they ſcarce deſerve the Name of Chriſtians, 
who can lie down to Reſt, without praying 
for the Protection of Gob; and riſe again, 


without thanking him for that Protection, 
and begging his "Bleſſing upon themſelves 


and their Undertakings the following Day. 
The only Way to have this ſurely and ef- 


f ctually done by Chriſtians, is to lettle the 
Practiſe of Morning and Evening Prayer in | 
their Families; the Members of which, at 


leaſt the greateſt Part of them, are ſuppoſed 
ordinarily to be together at thoſe two Sea- 
ſons. When the Times of Prayer are thus 
ſettled, it will be accounted Part of the 
Buſineſs of the Day; and as the Neglect of 
it occaſions an habitual Forgetſulnels of 
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to Family Prayer. 27 


Gop and the Things of another Life, ſo 
the daily Practice of it keeps up in Fami- 
lies a Face and Spirit of Religion, and is 
the beſt Means that Fathers and Mothers, 


Maſters and Miftrefles can uſe, to preſerve 
in themſelves, their Children, and Servants, 
ſuch a Religious and Heavenly Frame of 
Soul, as becomes a Society of Chriſtians. 
It brings down upon Families the Bleſſing 
of Gop, and Supplies of Grace to aſſiſt 
and direct thoſe Members who heartily join 
with their Brethren in daily Prayer for it. 


And if there be any Members of the Fa- 


mily who are wicked, or ill-diſpoſed, this 
Practiſe is the Way to reclaim them and 
make them good, by bringing to their 
Minds every Day the Thoughts of Gop 
and another World, and keeping their Con- 
ſciences awake, which would otherwiſe be 
Julled afleep in Sin and Security. As to 
thoſe of a Family who are good, and de- 
firous to grow every Day better, the Prac- 
tice of daily Prayer makes them fixed and 
ſtedfaſt in their religious Diſpoſitions, and 
keeps their Souls bent towards Heaven and 
Heavenly Things, and raiſes them more and 
more to ſuch a Spirit of Devotion, as both 
prepares them, while they live, to be fer- 
vent and zealous amongſt the Faithful in the 
publick Service of Gop's Church; and 
when they come to die, fits them for ſpiri- 

C 2 tual 
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tual Joys and Exerciſes among the Bleſſed 
in Heaven. 


May all they for whoſe Uſe this Exhortati- 
on to Family Prayer is deſigned, read it 
teriouſly, and Jay it to Heart as a Matter 
that nearly concerns every Chriſtian; and 
may as many of them as have not already 
ſetled this Godly Practice in their Fami- 

lies, reſolve that they will no longer neg- 
lect a Duty, which will ſo much forward 
their own Salvation, and is ſuch an ex- 
cellent Means of training up their Chil- 
dren and Servants to Piety and Religion. 


Morning 
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Morning Prayer: 


To be uſed in 
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Tbe Maſter or Miſtreſs having called to- 
gether as many of the Family as can 
conveniently be preſent ;. let one of them, 
or any other whom they ſhall think 
molt proper, ſay as follows ; all kneel-. 
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Lmighty and Acknowledgement 
F ati of GO D's Mercy 
Verlalting and Preſervation, eſ- 


GOD, in whom pecially the Night 
we live and move, paſt. 


and have our Being, and whoſe Merey 
1 18 


30 Morning Prayer 

is Over all thy Works: We thy nee- 
dy Creatures in a thankful Senſe of 
thy good Providence over us, render 
Thee our humbleſt Praiſes for thy 
Preſervation of us from the Beginning 
of our Lives to this Day. Bleſſed 
be thy Holy Name for the conti- 
nual Protection of thy Hand, by which 
we have been defended _ the 
Changes and Chances of this mortal 


Life, and kept and delivered from 


innumerable Dangers, and particular- 
ly from the Terrors and evil Acci- 
dents of the paſt Night. To thy 
watchful e we wholly owe 
* that no Diſ- 
le When Diſlur- alete hath come 
bances of any Kind night us or our Dwel- 
befal a Family, 1n- f But that wren 
Head of this, fay, ling, but that we have 
that notwithſlanding enjoy? d quiet and re- 
cur Fears and Dan- freſhing Sleep, and 


gers, awe are brought 


3» Safety to the Begin- are brought in Safety 
ning of this Day] to the Beginning of 

this Day.] For thele 
and all thy other Mercies, our Souls 
do bleſs and magnify thy Glorious 
Name 3 humbly beſecching Thec to 
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For a Family. © 31 
accept this our Morning Sacrifice of 


Praiſe and lars oy for his Sake, 


who lay down in the Grave, and roſe 
again for us, thy Son our Saviour Jeſvs 
Chriſt. Amen. 


N D fince it 1s Dedication of Souł 


and Body to God's 
of thy Mercy, Service, with a Re- 


O GOracious F ather, ſolution to be grow- 
that another Day is 2 daily in Good- 
* 8. 

added to our Lives; 

we here dedicate both our Souls and 
Bodies to Thee and thy Service, to 
promote thy Glory and our own Sal- 
vation, in a ſober, righteous, and god- 
ly Life. We renounce the Devil and 
all his Works, the Vanities of this 
wicked World, and all the ſinful Luſts 
of the . Fleſh ; deſiring nothing o 
much as to ſerve Thee faithfully all 
the. Days of our Life. And we ſin— 
cerely reſolve ſo to improve the Time 
which thou ſhalt be pleated to grant 
ns in this World, that we may every 


Day become better Chriſtians, and 


perſevere in Holineſs and Rightcouſ- 
nels unto the End. In which Reſo- 
lutions 


32 Morning Prayer 
lutions do Thou, O merciful God, 
confirm and ſtrengthen us; and eſpeci- 


ally this Day keep it ſtedfaſtly in the 


Purpoſe of our Hearts to perform them, 


that as we grow in Age, we may grow 
in Grace, and in the Knowledge of our 


Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. Amen. 


For Grace to en- 
able us to perform 
that Reſolution. 


UT, Lord, Thou 

knoweſt the 
Veakneſs and Cor— 
ruption of our Nature, and the manifold 
Temptations that we daily meet with; 
We therefore humbly beſeech Thee to 
have Compaſſion upon our Infirmities, 
and to give us the conſtant Aſſiſtance 
of thy Holy Spirit; that we may be 
effectually reſtrained from Sin, and ex- 
cited to our Duty. And when thou 
ſeeſt us giving Way to any Temptation, 
ſuffer us not to be tempted above that 
we are able, but ſtretch out thy help- 
ing Hand to ſave and deliver us. Im- 


print upon our Hearts ſuch a Dread of 


thy Judgments, and ſuch a grateful 


Senſe of thy Goodneſs to us, as may 


make us both afraid and aſhamed to of- 
fend 


= * - 
, * W l o 
9 Fa 1 N 2 0 n W "OA 3 
9 s 8 os 9 * 288 i * 
n Co wg bo i n Ban ty CY S 1 fi SEES 7 2 * E 
+ GR E oe: ade: 8 a 3 
h E ” 0 % 5 * * by 


Na 2688 es 
F De 
de e e 
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fend Thee; and, above all, keep up in 
our Minds a lively Remembrance of 
that great Day, in which we muſt give 
a ſtrict Account of our Thoughts, 
Words, and Actions, and, according 
to the Works done in the Body, be 
eternally rewarded or puniſhed by Him, 
whom thou haſt appointed Judge of 
Quick and Dead, thy Son Jeſus Chriſt 


our Lord. Amen. 


N particular, that _ Grace 

we may then be joving Dy. 
able to give Account | 
of this Day; grant us Grace to have 
Thee and thy Law before our Eyes, 
that we may walk in it according to thy 
Will, with Watchfulneſs and Circum- 
ſpection. Keep us ſober and temperate 


in our Meats and Drinks, and diligent 


in the ſeveral Callings and Profeſſions 
which thy Providence hath appointed 
us. Grant us Patience under any Aft- 
fliction Thou ſhalt ſee fit to lay upon us, 
and Minas always contented with our 
preſent Condition. Give us Grace to 
be juſt and upright in all our Dealings, 

quiet 
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quiet and peaceable among our Neigh- 
bours, full of Compaſſion toward the 
Needy and Afflicted, and ever ready to 
do Good to all Men, according to the 
Abiliiies and Opportunities which thou 
ſhalt give us. That fo walking faith- 
fully before Thee all our Days, and be- 


ing found watching whenever our ap— 


pointed Time ſhall come, we may, 


from a Life of Righ teouſneſs, be tran- 
lated to a Life of Glory, through the 
Merits and Mediation of Jeſus Chriſt 


our only Saviour and Redeemer, Amen, 


AND 
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* ND now we 

are entering 
upon the Buſineſs of 
the ſeveral Stations 
wherein thy Provi- 
dence hath placed us, 
we humbly beg thy 
Bleſſing this Day up- 
on our honeſt De- 
ſigns and Undertak- 
ings, Direct us in 
all our Ways, and 
proſper the Works of 
our Hands:] And as 
we delire to walk in 
a conſtant Senle of 
thy All-leeing Pro- 
vidence; 
{ame good Providence 
watch over us, and 
preſerve our Going- 
out, and our Coming- 
in. Defend us from 


ſo let. the 


For God's Bleſſing 


upon the Buſineſs of the 


Day. 


On Sunday Morn- 
ing, infleadof this ſay, 
And now we are going 

to the Place of thy pub- 
lick Worſhip, we be- 
ſeech Thee let thy Ho- 
ly Spirit accompany us, 


and make us Devout, 


Serious, and Attentive, 
Raiſe our Minds fiom 
the Thoughts of this 
World, in the Conſi- 
deration of the next, 
that we may join fer- 
vently in the Prayers 
and Praiſes of thy 
Church, and liften to 
our Duty with honeſt 
Hearts, in order to 
practiſe it. And give 
us Grace to dedicate 
this Day, as Thou haſt 
appointed us, to thy 
Service, and the Care 
of our Souls. Direct 
us in all our Ways, and 
guide our Fect | into ti 
Paths, 


all Dangers and Adverſities, and be gra- 
ciouſly pleaſed to take us, and all Things 
belonging to us, into thy Fatherly Care 
and Protection. Theſe L hings, O Lord, 


ind 
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and whatever elſe Thou ſhalt ſee ne- 


ceſſary and convenient, either for our 
Souls, or Bodies, or Eſtates, we 
humbly beg of Thee, for the Sake of 
thy Son Ia Chriſt, in whoſe Name 
and Words we conclude our imperfect 
Prayers. 


Our Father which art in Heaven; | Hat. 
lowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come, 
Thy Will be done in Earth, as it is in Hea- 
ven. Give us this Day our daily Bread. 
and forgive us our Treſpaſſes, as we forgive 
them that Treſpaſs againſt us. And lead us 
not into Temptation, but deliver us from 
Evil. For thine is the Kingdom, the Power, 
and the Glory, for ever and ever. Amen, 
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Evening Prayer : 


To be uſed in 


A. 


De F amil begin together, a little before 
Bed- time, let the Maſter or Miſtrefs, 
or any other whom they ſhall thin 70 ft 


proper, ſay as follyws ; all kneeling, 
MI O ST Graci- Confeſſion of Sine, 


NI 8 with a e ſor 
OUS anc ercl Contrition and Par- 


ful GO D, who art don. 

of purer F yes than 

to behold Tniquity, and haſt oat 
Mercy and ee to all them 


who confeſs and forſake their Silas; 
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We come before Thee in an humble 
Senſe of our own Unworthincls, ack- 


| nowledging our manifold Tranigreſſions 


of thy "righteous Laws, in Thought, 
Word, and Dced. We have every 
Day been doing thoſe Things which 
Thou haſt forbidden, and leaving un- 
done the Things which Thou haſt 
commanded; fo that when we look 
back upon our paſt Lives, and remem- 
ber that Thou art privy to our moſt ſe— 
cret Sins, we arc afraid of thy Judg— 
ments, and aſnamed to lift up our Eyes 
unto Thee, But O 
* Here let him CG Farl 

who reads, make a racious Fat Jer, WnO 
Mort Pauſe, that eve- uclireſt not the Death 
CRE the Sims nd Of a Sinner; lock upon 
Failings of that Day, Us, WC beſecch Thee, 
| in thy Son Jelus Chrüt, 


Un for the Merits of his Sufferi: gs be | 


"Thou merciful to our Sins. Make Us 
deeply ſenſible of the great Evil of them, 
and work in us a hearty Contrition, and 
let the Remembrance of them be more 
grieyous and afflicting to us, than of 
any other Evil whatlocver; That we 


worthily Jamenting our J ranlgreſſions, 3 


and 
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and being ronghe to a Hatred of our 
Sits, and à by arty Repentance, may 
obtain Forgiveneſs at thy Hands, who 
art ever Tang to receive humble and 
pcritent Sinners; for the Sake of thy 
Son „ "brit our culy Saviour and 
K 


CUCEHICE:L » 3 


A ND let, thro? Prayer for Grace 
+ * r wa reform and grow 
A. etter. 
ty, or the - Temprati- 
Ons that encompals us, we be drawn 
agu 10 our former Sins; vouchſafe 
us, we beſcech Thee, the Direction 
ard Aſſiſtance of thy Holy Spirit; that 
as Thou haſt put 135 our Hearts theſe 
Deſires and Relolutions of Amendment, 
ſo by the Help of thy Grace we may 
bring the fame to good Effect, in a 
Godly, Righteous, and ſober Life. 
Reform whatever Thou findeſt amis in 
the Temper and Dilpoſition of our 
Souls; that no unclean Thoughts, un- 
lawful Deſigns, or inordinate Defires, 
may reſt there. Purge our Hearts from 
Envy, Hatred, and Malice, that we 
way never ſuffer the Sun to go vown 
D 2 upon 
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upon our Wrath, but may always go 
to our Reſt in Peace, Charity and 
Good- will, with a Conſcience void of 


Offence towards Thee, and towards 


Men: That ſo our Hearts being a fit 
Habitation for thy Holy Spirit, he may 
continually dwell therein; and we, 
whether we wake or ſleep, may be 
under his bleſſed Protection, and have 
our whole Spirit, and Sou!, and Body, 


preſerved pure and blameleſs unto the 


Coming of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt. Amen. 


The Interceſſion hs H theſe 
general and particu- Praye rs in 


2 Behalf of ourſelves, 
accept, O Lord, as the Teſtimony of 
our Love and Charity, our hearty In- 
terceſſions for all Mankind. Let the 
Ligbt of thy Goſpel ſhine upon all 
Nations; and may as many as have al- 
ready heard and received it, Jive as be- 
comes it. Be more eſpecially gracious 
to the Church and Nation whereunto 
we belong. Bleſs the King and all 
who by thy Providence have Autho- 
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rity under him; ſo rule their Hearts, 
and ſtrengthen their Hands, that they 
may neither want Will nor Power to 
puniſh Wickedneſs and Vice, and to 
maintain thy true Religion among us. 
Send down thy Bleſſings, temporal and 
ſpiritual, upon all our Relations, Friends 
and Neighbours. Reward all that have 
done us Good, and pardon all thoſe 
who have done, or wiſh us Evil, and 
give them Repentance and better Minds. 
Be merciful to all who are in any Trou- 
ble or Affliction of Mind, Body, or 
Eſtate; and do Thou, the God of Pity 
and Compaſſion, adminiſter to every 
one Help and Comfort, according to 
their ſeveral Neceſſities; for his Sake, 
who went about doing Good to the 
Souls and Bodies of Men, thy Son our 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. Amen. 


O Our Prayers , e Thankſgiving, 
and Interceſſi- 33 and particu- 
ons for future Bleſſings, | 

we add our unfeigned Thanks for all 
thy Mercies which from Time to [ime 
thou haſt youchſafed us; for our Being, 
D 3 - our 


42 Evening Prayer 
our Reaſon, and all other Endowments 
and Faculties of Soul and Body: For 
our Health, Friends, Food, and Ray- 
ment, and all the other Comforts and 
Conveniencies of Life. Above all, 
we adore thy tender Mercy and Com- 
paſſion to us and all Mankind, in ſend- 
ing thy only Son into the World, to 
redeem us from Sin and eternal Death, 
and in giving us the Knowledge and 
Senſe of our Duty towards Thee. We 
bleſs Thee for thy Patience with us, 
not w ithſtanding our many and great 
Provocations; for all the Directions, 
Aſſiſtances and Comforts of thy holy 
Spirit; for thy continual] Care and 
watchful Providence over us, through 
the whole Courſe of our Lives; and 
particularly for the Mercies and Bene- 
fits of the paſt Day: Beſeeching Thee 
to continue thele thy Bleſſings to us, 
and to give us Grace to ſhew our Senſe 
of them, and all thy other Mercies, in 
a ſincere Obedicnce to his Laws, thro? 
whoſe Merits and Interceſſion we re- 
ccive them all, thy Son our Saviour Je- 
ſus Chriſt. Amen. 
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Na particular Man- Prayer 3 
ner we beſeech owing Night. = 

't hee to continue th 
Gracious Protection to us this Night, 
Into thy Hand we commend our Souls 
and Bodies, our Subſtance, Dwelling, 
and all Things that belong to us. Do 
Thou, our gracious God, who ncither 
{lumbereſt nor ſleepeſt, be pleaſed to 
take both us and them this Night into 
thy eſpecial Care and Protection. De- 
fend us from all Dangers and Miſchiefs, 
and from the Dread and Fear of them; 
that we may enjoy ſuch quiet and re- 
freſhing Slcep as may fit us for the Du- 
ties of the following Day. And, Lord, 
make us ever mindful of that Time 
when we ſhall lie down in the Duſt ; 
and grant us Grace always to live in 
ſuch a State, that we may never be 
afraid to die; but that whether we live, 
we may live unto Thee; or whether 
we die, we may die unto Thee; ſo 
that living and Dying we may be thine, 
through the Merits and Satisfaction of 
thy Son Chriſt Jeſus, in whole Name 
and 
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and Words we conclude our imperfect 
Prayers. 


Our Father which art in Heaven, 
Hallowed be thy Name. Thy King— 
dom come. Thy Will be done in Earth, 
as it is in Heaven, Give us this 
Day our daily Bread. Aud forgive us 
our Treſpaſſes, as we forgive them that 
Treſpaſs againſt us. And lead us not 
into Temptation, but deliver us from 
Evil. For thine is the Kingdom, the 
Power, and the Glory, for ever and 
ever. Amen. | 


Morning 
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Morning Prayer: 


To be uſed, as there is Occaſion, 


by one Perſon 1n private. 


Everlaſting and Preſervation, ef- 
D, in whom pecially in the Night 


1 live and move, pe. 
and bave my Being, and whoſe Mercy 
is over all thy Works: I thy nee- 
dy Creature in a thankful Senſe of 
thy good Providence over me, render 
Thee my humbleſt Praiſes for thy 
Preſervation of me from the Beginning 
of my Live to this Day. Bleſſed 
be thy Holy Name for the conti- 
nual Protection of thy Hand, by which 
I have been defended amidſt the 
Changes 


1 Acknowledgement 
A Trek and of G O D's Mercy 
O 
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Changes and Chances of this mortal 
Lite, and kept and delivered f: om 
innumerable Dangers, and particular- 
ly from the Terrors and evi] Acci- 
5 Ros of the paſt Night. To thy 
watchful Providence. l wholly owe 
it, (“ that no Dil- 
* When Diſtur- turbance hath com: 


bances of any Kind nigh me, or my Dwe;- 


mall h inſtead 
hr, 8 ling, but that J have 


notwithflanding my enjo\?d quiet and re- 


Fear und Danger, 1 
am brought in Safety freihing Sleep, and 


to the Beginning of am brou ht in Safety 
this Day. ! to the Beginnin/ of 

— this Day.] For theſe 
and all thy other Mercics, mv Soul 
doth bleſs and magnify thy Glorious 
Name; humbly beſecching TI hee to 
accept this my Morning Sacrifice of 
Praile and Thankſgiving, for his Sake, 
who lay down in the Grave, and role 
again for me, thy Son, my only Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt. Amen. 
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N D ſince it 18 Dedication of Soul 
a M and Body to God's 
O ; Wy cry, Service, with a Re- 
Q Gracious Father, ſolution to be grow- 
that another Day is ing daily in Good- 
2 neſs. 

added to my Life; 
I here dedicate both my Soul and 
Body to Thee and thy Service, to 
promote thy Glory and my own Sal- 
vation, in a ſober, righteous, and god- 
ly Life. I renounce the Devil and 
all his Works, the Vanitics of this 
wicked World, and all the ſinful Luſts 
of the Fleſh; deſiring nothing fo 


much as to ſerve Thee faithfully all 


the Days of my Life. And I ſin- 
cerely reſolve ſo to improve the Time 
which thou ſhait be pleaſed to grant 
me in this World, that I may every 
Day become a better Chriſtian, and 
perlevere ia Holineſs and Righteoul- 
nels unto the End. In which Reſo— 
lations do Thou, O merciful God, 
confirm and ſtrengthen me; and eſpeci- 
ally this Day keep it ſtedfaſtly in the 
Purpoſe of my Heart to perform them, 
that as I grow in Age, 1 may grow 


in 
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in Grace, and in the Knowledge of my 


Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. Amen. 


For Grace to en- 
able me to perform 
that Reſolution. 


UT, Lord, Thou 
knoweſt the 
| Weakneſs and Cor- 

ruption of my Nature, and the manifold 

Temptations which J daily meet with; 

I therefore humbly beſeech Thee to 

have Compaſſion upon my Infirmities, 

and to give me the conſtant Aſſiſtance 
of thy Holy Spirit, that I may be 

_ effectually reſtrained from Sin, and ex- 
cited to my Duty. And when thou 

ſeeſt me giving Way to any Temptation, 

ſuffer me not to be tempted above that 

I am able, but ſtretch out thy help- 

ing Hand to fave and deliver me. Im- 

print upon my Heart ſuch a Dread of 

thy Judgments, and ſuch a Love of 
thy Goodneſs towards me, as ma 

make me both afraid and aſhamed to a 

fend Thee; and, above all, keep up in 

my Mind a. lively Remembrance of 
that great Day, in which I muſt give 

a ſtricſt Account of my Thoughts, 

Words, and Actions, and, according 
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to the Works done in the Body, be 
eternally rewarded or puniſhed by Him, 
whom thou haſt appointed Judge of 


Quick and Dead, thy Son Jeſus Chritt 
our Lord. Amen. 


N particular, that For Grace to guide 
I may then be obs I 
able to give Account 7 
of this Day; grant me Grace to have 
Thee and thy Law before my Eyes, 
that I may walk in it according to thy 
Will, with Watchfulneſs and Circum- 
ſpection. Keep me ſober and temperate 
in my Meat and Drink, and dili- 
gent in the Calling and Profeſſion 
which thy Providence hath appointed 
me. Grant me Patience under any Af- 
fliction Thou ſhalt ſee fit to lay upon me, 
and a Mina always contented with my 
preſent Condition. Give me Grace to 
be juſt and upright in all my Dealings, 
quiet and peaccable among my Neigh- 
bours, full of Compaſſion towards the 
Needy and Affficted, and ever ready to 
do Good to all Men, according to the 
Avilities and Opportunities which thou 
E ſnalt 
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ſhalt give me: That ſo walking faith- 
fully before Thee all my Days, and be- 
ing found watching whenever my ap- 
pointed Time ſhall come, I may, from 
a Life of Righteouſneſs, be tranſlated 
to a Life of Glory, through the Merits 
and Mediation of ſeſus Chriſt my only 
Saviour and Redeemer. Amen, 
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am entering 
upon the Buſineſs of 
the Stations where— 


in thy Providence 
hath 


placed me, 
1 humbly beg thy 
Bleſſing this Day up- 


on my honcſt De- 
ſigi and Undertak- 
ings. Direct me in 
all my Ways, and 
proſper the Works of 
my Hands: | And as 


1 defire to walk in 


a conſtant Senſe of 


thy All-ſeeing Pro- 
vidence; ſo let the 
{ame goodProvidence 
watch over me, and 
preſerve my Going- 
out, a: nd my Coming- 

in. Defend me from 
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For God's Hlaſing 
upon the Buſineſs of the 
Day. 

* On Sunday Morn- 
ing, inſtead of this ſoy, 
And now I am going 
to the Place of thy pub- 
lick Worſhip, I be- 
ſeech Thee let thy Ho- 
ly Spirit accompany me, 
and make me Devnut, 
Serious, and Attentive; 
Raiſe my Mind from 
the Thoughts of this 
Vorld, in the Conti- 
deration of the next, 
that I may join fer- 
vently in the Prayers 
and Plaiſes of thy 
Church, wer liſten to 
my Duty with-an honeſt 
Heart, in order to 
praQiſe it. And gire 
me Grace to dedrate 
this Day, as I hou haſt 
zppointed me, to thy 
Service, and the Care 
of my Soul. Direct 
me in all my Ways, and 
guide my Feet into thy 
Paths. 


all Dangers and Adverſities, and be gra 
ciouſly pleaſed to take me, and al Things 
belonging to me, into thy Fatherly Care 


and Protection. Theſe Things, O Lord, 


E 2 


and 
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and whatever elſe Thou ſhalt ſee ne— 
cellary and convenient, either for my 
Soul, my Body, or Eftate, I humbly 
beg of "Thee, for the Sake of thy Son 
feins Chriſt, in whoſe Name and 
Words 1 elde my imperlect 
der ar 


Our Father which art in Heaven ; Hal- 
lowed te thy Name. Thy Kingdom come, 
Thy Will be done in Earth, as it is in Hea- 
den. Give us this Day our daily Bread: 
and forgive us our Treſpaſſes, as we forgive 
them that Treſpaſs againſt us. And lead us 
not into Temptation, but deliver us from 
Evil. For thine is the Kingdom, the Power, 
and the Glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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Evening Prayer: 


Jo be uſed, as there is Occaſion, 
2 by one Perſon in private. 


OS T Graci- Confeſſion of Sins, 
"NF ' : with a Prayer for” 
2 ous and Merci- Contrition and Par- 
ful G O D, who art don.“ 
1 of purer E 2yes than 
to behold Iniquity, and halt promiſed 
Mercy and Forgiveneſs to all them 
who confeſs and” forſake their Sins; 
I come before Thee in an humble 
z denſe of my own Unworthinels, ack- 
F nowledging my manifold Tranſgreſſions 
of thy righteous Laws, in Thought, 
Word, and Deed. . I have cvery 


Day been doing thoſe Things which 


O 


Thou haſt forbidden, and leaving un- 
done the Things which Thou haſt 
commanded ; o that when I look. 
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back upon my paſt Live, and reme m- 
ber that Thou art privy to my moſt ſe- 
cret Sins, I am afraid of thy Judg- 
ments, and aſhamed to lift up my Eyes 
unto Thee. 


* Here make a * But O Gracious 
particular Conterion Father, who deſireſt 
of the Sins and Fail- , 
ings of the paſt Day. not the Death of a Sin- 
ner, look upon me, I beſcech Thee, 
in thy Son Jeſus Chriſt, and for the 
Merits of his Sufferings be Thou mer- 
ciful to my Sins. Make me deeply 
ſenſible of the great Evil of them, and 
work in me a hearty Comrition, and 
let the Remembrance of them be more 
grievous and afflicting to me, than of 
any other Evil whatſoever; That J 
worthily lamenting my Franſgreſſions, 
and being brought to a Hatred of my 


Sins, and a hearty Repentance, may 


obtain Forgiveneis athy Hands, who 
art ever ready to receive humble and 

enitent Sinners; for the Sake of thy 
Son Jeſus Chriſt my only Saviour and 
Redcemer. Amen. 


AND 
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£ N D leſt, thro? Prayer for Grace 


. t d 
my own Frail- 6g POT 


ty, or the Temptati- \ 
ons that encompaſs me, I be drawn 
again to my former Sins; vouchſafe 
me, I beſeech Thee, the Direction 
and Aſſiſtance of thy Holy Spirit; that 
as Thou haſt put into my Heart theſe 
Deſires and Reſolutions of Amendment, 


fo by the Help of thy Grace I may 


bring the ſame to good Effect, in a 
Godly, Righteous, and ſober Life. 
Reform whatever Thou findeſt amiſs in. 
the Temper and Diſpoſition of my 
Soul; that no unclean Thoughts, un- 
lawful Deſigns, or inordinate Deſires, 
may reſt there. Purge my Heart from 
Envy, Hatred, and Malice, that I 
may never ſuffer the Sun to go down 
upon my Wrath, but may always go 
to my Reſt in Peace, Chartty and 
Good-will, with a Conſcience void of 
Offence towards Thee, and towards 
Men : That ſo my Heart being a fit 
Habitation for thy Holy Spirit, he may 
continually dwell therein; and I. 

| Whether 
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whether I wake or ſleep, may be 
under his bleſſed Protection, and have 


my whole Spirit, and Soul, and Body, 


preſerved pure and blameleſs unto the 


Coming of my Lord and Saviour Jeſus 


Chriſt. - Amen. 


The Interceſſion 1 8 H | theſe 
eneral and particu- P , 
— rayers in 


Behalf of myſelf, ac- 
cept, O Lord, as the Teſtimony of 


my Love and Charity, my hearty In- 


terceſſions for all Mankind. Let the 
Light of thy Goſpel ſhine upon all 
Nations; and may as many as have al- 
ready heard and received it, live as be- 
comes it. Be more eſpecially gracious 
to the Church and Nation whereunto 


J belong. Bleſs the King and all 


who by thy Providence have Autho- 


rity under him; ſo rule their Hearts, 
and ſtrengthen their Hands, that they 
may neither want Will nor Power to 
puniſh Wickedneſs and Vice, and to 
maintain thy true Religion among us. 
Send down thy Bleſſings, temporal and 
ſpiritual, upon all my Relations, 2 

an 
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and Neighbours. Re ward all that have 
done me Good, and pardon all thoſe 
who have done, or wiſh me Evil, and 
give them Repentance and better Minds. 
Be merciful to all who are in any Trou- 
ble or Affliction of Mind, Body, or 
Eſtate; and do Thou, the God of Pity 
and Compaſſion, adminiſter to every 
one Help and Comfort, according to 
their ſeveral Neceſſities; for his Sake, 
who went about doing Good to the 
Souls and Bodies of Men, thy Son my 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, Amen. 


O my Prayers The Thankſgiving, 
ind” ad ce 2 and par ticu- 
ons for future Bleſſings, 

I add my unfeigned Thanks for all 
thy Mercies which from Time to Time 
thou haſt vouchſated me; for my Being, 
my Reaſon, and all other Endowments 
and Faculties of Soul and Body: For 
my Health, Friends, Food, and Ray- 
ment, and all the other Comforts and 
Conveniencies of Life. Above all, 
I adore thy tender Mercy and Com- 
paſſion to me and all Mankind, in ſend- 
ing 
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ing thy only Son into the World, to 
redeem me from Sin and eternal Death, 
and in giving me the Knowledge and 
Senſe of my Duty towards Thee. I 
bleſs Thee for thy Patience with me, 
notwithſtanding my many and great 
Provocations ; for all the Directions, 
Aſſiſtances and. Comforts of thy holy 
Spirit; for thy continual Care and 
watchful Providence over me, through 
the whole Courſe of my Live; and 


particularly for the Mercics and Bene- 


fits of the paſt Day: Beſceching Thee 
to continue theſe thy Bleſſings to me, 
and to give me Grace to ſacw my Senſe 
of them, and all thy other Mercies, in 
a ſincere Obedience to his Laws, thro? 


v Whole Merits and Interceſſion I re- 
ceive them all, thy Son my Saviour Je- 


{us Chriſt, Amen. 


Na particular Mans „ Praper for God's: 


Protection the fol- 
ner 1  beleech es N 
1 hee to continue th 


Gracious Protection to me this Night. 


Into thy Hand I commend my Soul 


and Body, my Subſtance, Dwelling, 


and 


44 
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and all Things that belong to me. Do 
Thou, O gracious God, who neither 
ſlumbereſt nor ſleepeſt, be pleaſed to 
take both me and them this Night into 
thy eſpecial Care and Protection. De- 
fend me from all Dangers and Miſchiefs, 
and from the Dread and Fear of them; 
that I may enjoy ſuch quiet and re- 
freſhing Sleep as may fit me for the Du- 
ties of the following Day. And, Lord, 
make me ever” mindful of that Time 
when TI ſhall liè down in the Duſt; 
and grant me Grace always to live in 
ſuch a Stare, that I may never be 
afraid to die; but that whether I live, 
I may live unto Thee; or whether 
I die, I may die unto Thee; fo 
that living and Dying I may be thine, 
through the Merits and Satisfaction of 
thy Son Chriſt Jeſus, in whoſe Name 


and Words I conclude my imperfe& - 
Prayers. 


Our Father which art in Heaven, 
Hallowed be thy Name. Thy King- 
dom come. Thy Will be done in Earth, 
as it is in Heaven, Give us this 


Day 
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Day our daily Bread. And forgive us 
our Treſpaſſes, as we forgive them that 
Treſpaſs againſt us. Aud lead us not 
into Temptation, but deliver us from 
Evil. For thine is the Kingdom, the 
Power, and the Glory, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 
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FFC 


F O R 


MokN ING and EVENING, 


'Suited to the Condition of CHILDREN, and 


to be ſaid by them in Private; eſpecially when 


they cannot be preſent at the Publick or Family 
Prayers. 


MORNING PRAYER. 


When you riſe out of Bed in the 
| Morning, ſay, 


I laid me down and ſlept, and roſe up 


again, for the Lord ſuſtained me. 
Pſal. iii. 5. 


When you have put on your Cloaths, ſay 
the following Prayer. 


O A vizhty God, who madcſt and 


governeſt all Things in Heaven 
and Eacth, and whole Mercy is over all 
FI thy 
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thy Works; I give Thee humble 
Thanks for that Thou haſt delivered 
me from the Perils and Dangers of the 
paſt Night, and brought me ſafely to 
the Beginning of this Day. Protect 
me in it, I beſeech Thee, by thy good 
Providence, and give me Grace to be 
diligent in my Buſineſs, and dutiful and 
obedient to my Parents and Governors. 
Preſerve me from Sickneſs and Dangers, 
and all evil Accidents, but eſpecially 


from Sin and Vice, and from the Snares ty 


and Temptations of piofane Company 
and evil Examples. Keep up in me 
an awful Reverence of Thee and thy 
Name, that I may at all Times behave 
myſelf in the Holy Offices of Religion 


with Seriouſneſs and Attention, and 


carefully abſtain from Vanity and Pro- 
fancneſs of all Kinds. Imprint upon 
my Mind ſuch a Senſe and Fear of thy 
All-ſeeing Eye, as may keep me from 
Faſhood and Lying, and every evil 


Way; remembering that Thou behold- 
eſt the moſt ſecret Thoughts and Ac- | 


tions of my Heart and Life. That 
walking always in thy Fear, and being 
| pro- 
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protected by thy good Providence both 
in Body and Soul, I may evermore - 
ſerve and pleaſe Fheez and as I grow 
in Age, may alſo grow in Grate and 
Goodneſs. Grant this, O merciful Fa- 
ther, for the Sake of thy Son Jeſus 
, & Chriſt, my only Mediator and Advo- 
A cate. Amen. 
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S EVENING PRAYER. 


Lmighty God, in whom I live, 
| and move, and have my Being, 
and to whoſe gracious Providence over 
me, I owe all the Bleſſings and Be- 
nets which I enjoy; I give Thee 
humble Thanks for thy Preſervation of 
me, and for all thy other Mercics to- 
wards me, from the Beginning of my 
Life to this Day; Beſceching thee to 

F 2 pardon 
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pardon all the 


Sins and Failings by 


which I have at any Time offended 
Thee, and to give me Grace to avoid 
them for the Time to come.. I thank 
Thee more eſpecially for the Bleſling 
which Thou haſt vouchſafed me, of a 
pious and virtuous. Education; and 1 
pray Thee to make me ſenſible of the 


great Benefit of it, and careful to im- 


prove it, in a ſober, ſerious, and re- 


gular Life, that ſo. I may lay a ſure 
Foundation for my own Happineſs, 


and be a faithful Servant to. Thee, and 


To my dear 
Father or Mother, if 
one be dead 3 or, To 
my Relations and Ge- 
vernors, if the Pa- 
rents be both dead. 


a Comfort “to my dear 
Parents, whom I be- 
ſeech Thee evermore 
to bleſs and reward 
for all their Care and 
Love towards me. I 


thank Thee, in particular, for thy Pre- 
ſervation of me throughout the paſt 
Day, and beſcech Thee to continue 
thy gracious Protection to me this Night, 
and to give me ſuch quiet and refreſhing 
Sleep, as may fit me for the Duties of 
the following Day. All which I beg 
of Thee, for the Sake of thy Son Jeſus 


Chriſt, 
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Chriſt, my bleſſed Saviour and Re- 


deemer. Amen. 


Our Father which art in Heaven; Hal- 
lowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come. 
Thy Will be done in Earth, as it is in Hea. 
ven, Give us this Day our daily Bread: 
and forgive us our Treſpaſſes, as we forgive 
them that Treſpaſs againſt us. And lead us 
not into Temptation, but deliver us from 
Evil. For thine is the Kingdom, the Power,, 
and the Glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 


IW hen. you lie down in Bed, ſay, 


I will lay me down in Peace, and take 
my Reſt, for it is Thou Lord only 
that makeſt me dwell in Safety, 
Pſal. W. 8. 
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MoRNING and EVENING. 


Suited to the Condition of SERVANTS, and 
to be ſaid by them in Private; eſpecially when 
they cannot be preſent at the Publick or Family 
Prayers. 


MORNING PRAYER. 


Then you, riſe out of Bed in the 
Morning, ſay, 


I laid me down and flept, and roſe up 
again, for the Lord ſuſtained me. 


Pjal. ili. 5. 


IWhen you have put on your Cloaths, 
the following Prayer, 


A ben! and Everlaſting God, in 


whom I live and move, and have 
my Being, and whoſe Mercy is over 
all 
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all thy Works; I render Thee my 
humble Thanks for thy Preſervation of 
me from the Beginning of my Life to 


this Time. In particular, I thank Thee 
for that thou haſt protected me from 
the Perils and Dangers of the Night 

aſt, and haſt given. me quiet and com- 
Erd Reſt, and brought me ſafely to 
the Beginning of this Day. Let the 
ſame good Providence ſtill watch over 
me, and preſerve my Going- out and 
my Coming- in; that I may be defend- 
ed from all Dangers and Miſchiefs, and 
from the Temptations of the World, 
the Fleſh, and the Devil. Give me 
Grace to behave myſelf with Sobriety, 
Diligence, and Honeſty, in the Buſt. 
neſs of my Station, and with Duty and 
Submiſſion to thoſe whom thou haſt 
ſet over. me; and to deſire and endea- 
vour to live in Peace and Love with 
my Fellow-Servants. Preſerve in me 
a ſtrict Regard to Truth and Sincerity 


in all my Words and AQtions, and let 


no Fear of Puniſhment or Diſpleaſure 
from Men, ever make me tranſgreſs 


my Duty to thee. And to the End I 
may 
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may walk in thy Fear this Day, and alt 
the Days of my Life; keep up in my 
Mind a due Senſe and Reverence of thy 
All-ſeeing Eye, and a lively Remem- 


brance of that great Day in which I 


muſt give a ſtrict Account of my 
Thoughts, Words and Actions, and 
according to the Works done in my 
Body, be ſentenced to Happineſs or 
Miſery, to. all Eternity. Grant this, 
O Father, for the Sake of thy Son 
Jeſus Chriſt, my bleſſed Saviour and 


Redeemer. Anen. 


eee 
NN N e NN Nc RA 


EVENING PRAYER. 


kind their ſeveral Stations and Of- 


OST pracious' God, who by thy 

: wiſe Providence haſt appointed to 
Man 

fices. in this Life, I acknowledge thy 
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Wiſdom and Goodneſs in this and all 
thy other Diſpenſations; deſiring in all 
Things to pay a ready and chearful 
Submiſſion to thy holy Will. To this 
End, endue me with ſuch a Spirit of 
Humilitv, Patience, and Contentment, 
as is ſuitable to the Condition in which 
thy Providence hath placed me. Bleſs 
me with Health of Body, and Comfort 
of Mind, that I may perform the Of- 
fices which belong to me with Chear- 
ſulneſs and Reſignation; doing my Duty 
as unto Thee, and not only unto Men, 


and reſting upon thy gracious Promiſes 


for a Reward of my Labour and Obe- 
dience in this Life. And ſince, thro? 
the Frailty of my Nature, and the ma- 
nifold Temptations which I daily meet 
with, I cannot always ſtand upright; I 
pray Thee to forgive me all Tranſgreſ- 
ſions of my Duty, whether in Thought, 
Word, or Deed, and eſpecially forgive 
me the Sins and Failings of the paſt 
Day, and enable me by thy Holy Spirit 
to avoid them for the Time to come, and 
to be ever growing in the Graces and 


Virtues of the Chriſtian Life, as long 


as 
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as thou ſhalt be pleaſed io continue me 
in this World. I thank Thee for thy 
conſtant Care over me, amidſt all the 
Changes of this mortal Life, and in 
particular for thy Preſervation of me 
throughout the paſt Day; and I beſeech 
Thee to continue thy gracious Pro- 
tection to me this Jight, that I may 


enjoy ſuch quict and refreſhing Sleep, 


as may fit me for the Duties of the fol- 
lowing Day. All which I beg of Thee 
in the Name, and for the Merits of thy 
Son Jeſus Chriſt, my bleſſed Saviour 
and Redeemer. Amen. 


Our Father which art in Heaven, 
Hallowed be thy Name. Thy King- 
dom come. Thy Will be done in Earth, 
as it is in Heaven. Give us this 
Day our daily Bread. Aud forgive us 
our Treſpaſſes, as we forgive them that 
Treſpaſs again/t us. And lead us not 
into Temptation, but deliver us from 
Evil. For thine is the Kingdom, the 
Power, and the Glory, for ever and 
ever. Amen. | 


When 
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When you lie down in Bed, ſay, 


I will lay me down in Peace, and take 
my Reſt, for it is Thou Lord only 
that makeſt me dwell in Safety, 
Pſal. iv. 8. 
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